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Excavations at the Temple Court in Nippur.
By MAY BOSMAN. nnd discussion. He is n young imin ho foun- d- ami the Tagtug story every- -

tho Sumerian- -

U.lornrLDL of 2500
down from the

ihtlvci of his library a copy of "Tho
Handy Letter Writer" and sought the
model upon which ho might build tho
important communication he had in
banJ.

To his wife he mado little hen
scratches and scrawls that great
scholars Ml us road: "Beloved light
of mine eyes;: Thy extravagances uro
l)oml all the lutlenoe of man. d,

tli - slave Is returning without
the shekels thou so brazenly demanded.
Ever thy devoted husband."

Or, to a slave overseer who had wlt-tnc- ly

or unwittingly done him In
lome household deal, he stylused In
hot baste: "It Is with sorrow that
thy stupidity Is borno upon my

Thou hast cheated me In
ictles and In price. Damn thee, thou
irt not worth three betas a week!"

a slaves b ft How who with grant n.m a
nil

all wealth of Identifies Tub translations
taW records up In Mesopotamia and Flood s are

re nt yars do- -i opinions of in Amer- - '' of oldest aspects
ciphered so mmy little familiar,
Intimate touches and such an

of letter writing on all subjects
under the sun that the possibility
the ex I'enee of epistolary guides
mut be borne our consciousness
too.

An lot of deciphering of
rich I' li ts Is being nccirmpllshed by
Dr. I.angdon. who In
5epli'iiicr from Oxford, Hngland, to

curator of tho Babylonian division
U fie diversity of Pennsylvania
Mueum lit Philadelphia. Dr. Langdon
J lie rttitcmhc red its the decipherer

(.' tho Flood and tiblcts a
)fir ago last summer ami his transl-
ations worldwide comment

f a otitic city, New Tork. To.
IT iliy it stnnds almost completed

Yet It was not so many
jears aao cows roamt-- over
crciml is now a ,,lnn Jo7rn ,)tllPr

inch, a liun-ner- c

dred, tho In shacksp. n on that form
foucil.it ion 5 for mansions. In fact,
l.tle tm te tliLtt a half ago n

treat of Manhattan was virgin
farmland.

I

.... I

niut wrougni inttrty )car
the development of New Tork
broiuht home with striking emphasis
la the i ilea Juliilco that is to be cclc- -

brattil n the tnrish of St Ignatltw '
. ' .

woi.i m t he last or tnis monm.
The gr will of Human Cuthollc'
thurcH ,i nuhty-fourt- h street
I'an, nwi n must bo et sido by sldei
uiili i ,..ti, ,.r v.irkuliin imil Imili
!) un luinurtani uart In municipal

Mory
A i i .., iiu,. in church of St. Ig- -
' - auii.ii,," the t illness of Its

JlMu.fi- - e l.eauty in lieart of
Voriu, it is a church worthy of Its

-- rr or verhaps it mlht b
, . the environment is worthy

o't'e. i i,. its parishioners include
the i , as well as thase less for-tuf- -i

s win Id's goods. onco
lh i is

"a m irs ago, for that was
"''n i oully was organized,
thi w i,undiry of parish,
Jl'"! m i, ii which now has Its row
(,il'.' .ii' w is a muddy footpath.

ti t m i.nled irlshtowu and the
''hi ' known as
"Ian j r.,, central Park Itself

63 fn.i , Fifth avenue with
"J!..!" pu et fence. Whero
tome t,,rev Carnegie btands r

rtI,.r not think enough
'v' V in ten e it in. It was n
wmp.iu, uround for Irlshtown's tin
tins,

J,''''kiiii m thoso d.ivs selected
WrUh boundary, tho Hast
Kiter tt ,,.r flir tB realdences.
M Hii-ti- t, Htreet, commanding
J Ue. ,f (jate. was tho
Iiomc. it nr ,tlat Washington
"vlng v,r if Astoria." Thn Llvlng-to- ni

, ,c,r jiomn near Tene- -
tpr.N ,,v tlmlr (.rnlimls

if tln.uit rtlil liiiinna tti btfinfl
'JR. it i.t , ie njinslon, which Is
"'Mum., Py of St. Joseph's Orphan
Alvlnn, .. ....v. .1
. " r.iKniy-iuni- ii sni't-- nun

in this ld plaro the
ie . Louis Philippe, here

Jim Mi ,r. ,,p rs, IjukJ, lived when
o visit..,) svw 'ioik.

Tliiri) annuo was then vein of
w fur its macadamized

J?"l I" iti'd thn coach fours of
trie Xi r..n. ,,.!.. .in. ...ou"ii inn.. i,,iiv,i)i.T ',,- -
'"rid , r,,Uifr lemnlo village. A bit

fan li was considered In those
i" tr in Washington Kqimrn to them' lloihoat Klghty.fourth street

MTlii aenue.
Olil.l.li r,r, r . , w.. .,An- - I V.

I w piwira i,r, i,,,
"Mtinl ouso tho mansions
"MB tho river front there wcro not

IN BABYLON

Kl1" - "ul he l tho only man living
wlm ,,UM CM1 "llJ handled all
''""'xamls of tablets .unearthed by
uimcrsuy or Pennsylvania Museum
expeditions I above the of Nippur,
both those- retained by authorities I

at Constantinople nnd thoso sent to
Philadelphia: and, according to Prof, j

A. II. Sayce, the British orientalist.
expert in matters Illtt-It- e,

he promises to become, the great-
est Babylonian scholar In the world
within tho next Ave years.

In other words. Prof. Sayce, an old
man now, expects Oxford and the
public to place In tho Sayce
niche at the close of the war.

So radically have some of Ur. Lonc-don- 's

Interpretations differed from
those of his colleagues that n storm of
protest dissent greeted his lSl'i
iinnsiuunti, union proven that our
Mother Kve had had naught to do with
original sin; that silly ailo story i

was a rank libel, based on an ancient i

lea nnd Kngland on Dr. Langdon's
translation.

In spite of the storm he raised,
I.am.-ilit- i pursued his way serenely,
refused to talk back, and published
last summer a translation of the frag-
mentary history of inntiklud after the
Flood, another of the tablets that are,
suppo"mliy, companion pieces to
Flood story. There are three of these,
much mutilated damaged, with
many lines missing, but all
are unmistakably written by the same
hand. In di ciphering them. Dr. Lang-do- n

still Undo th" story Tagtug
other essi d.ffcrenees from Bibli-

cal lore. It Is to be hoped that tho
missing parts these tablets yet

probably what named
then.

great lugs, his
time dissenting slorli

cleaned

then
upon

aroused

that valued at dollar houses. York- -

s.U:ir equatter cablnit population of seeral
lied rocks now but majority lived

icxlhtnl

week

.,,.!,:
't'er

irch

Tho,

present

.Hhnr

Oracles

and

and

and

nnd

ntlal

mat were percneu am i in niu iui--

abounded In tin territor).
i),,iiainlr u,,. lower

Central Park contributed much to
Yorkvillc's It

the section several hundred Irish
orktHl hard all week,

im .Saturday night went to
church on And going to .

church then meant sacrifice, because
""' np"r0Ml Catholic church was miles
down town.

irshtown wanted Its ow n church nnd
ts own pr!"st, sn a group of Its

dents to F.'.Mwp Hughes with
petition. This was the Bishop Hughes
wlm as ArchliNhon ilurlnu the civil.

did much to put dnwn the draft ,

where conllrmcd.
If the little marks curlicues do

not sny to Dr. Langdon what they
sometimes to other scholars,

he refuses, with British
to argue tho point. There are only
about fifteen men In tho world
can rend Sutnerlan Babylonian
characters, nnd he Is ono of them.
These Babylonian experts pick up a
tablet and read Its obliterated
writing as we read newspapers,
with n general -- (rise of what It Is ull
about. When tli' y to transcilbe
and set down u story for the world,
they pore It make sure of
every point.

About of these points there Is
a divergence of opinion which In time
is definitely settled un-

alterable syllable or word added to the
Itabyloiilan language. Dr. Langdon
has n um.trknblc mind, it Is con- -
t livable tint his very youth. his "pip;
1" business parlance, has onmbinti

those traditions
What the L'nlverslty of Pennsyl-

vania Mii-em- n author!:!' s think of
Is evidenced by their persistent

efforts to get him to to them.
Thanks to the war. has left
Oxford a dull, dead spot, America has
secured for one year, lie will de-

cipher as many as possible of the
thousands' of tablets that have been
cleaned at the University of Pennsyl-
vania Mueum. will publish transla-
tions of all Important now or
later, classify catalogue
the collection, a sttipendias task, It is
.o the a. m of the museum to have

visitors on oertu.n days of
the week and give real, accurate and

mVh is food gend of a Tagtug. a positive genius t

cv! perpetrated the damage. Tagtug quicker Insight Into Sutnerlan
At events, tho he with Noah. Srs and of the

dug publ.shed nt tho the Creation the cor--

i nnd various scholars e t vtr.!uns tne of
shows
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of
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Stephen
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one",
nnd will and

him nvet

rc.nl- -
that

and

camo

had

irlests under hlm. Then priests
went hundred of miles on a sick

call. Bishop hard-- 1

ly could spare one of workers for,
such a parish.

Just the time tho was
came from Trlnld id a

young cma-- 1

elated. Ho wanted rest ami a change
ot climate, ins weaxenfii conuiiion
would not ii"rmlt hlin to tile
duties of an parish, so Bishop
Hughes this priest, Kusenu

to '

Auuilst ISM. the ma
In two i

WllUIkil Ul .uuia,
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4,000
vital Information. Scholars may come,
to hint with on tho oldest
books In tho world. Tho arrangement
is unique and ought to provo of

worth.
In 2d00 B. C. papyrus nnd paper for

writing were Men
with a pointed steel Instrument called
u stylus tin red clay tablets
of various sizes, mostly about the size,
shape and of a small book.
They wrote on both sides, and If
they were not on
another tabid. The analogy of these
tablets to sheets of paper is not hard
to ml. a tale

In the middle nnd the next tablet
on which It was It never
found, eir Is found years later.

In thi' temples were
busy ng o.d pieces of
to hand down to Just us
Inter monks spent their days and their
nights cup) 'ii r luborlou'y ami

old blinks the archives of
the mniuisteiy. The work of the

was placed on shelves in
I a library little rows and piles
i of bonks. Men live thou-- ,

sand yeaii later have found them, Hnd
other in u li ve spent their lives In
s iidvliir Mam. (hit t,uy might tell Us
wh.ii ie tal di is s iv.

The bonks cover u wale field nnd
rdes, epics, hymns,

dictionaries, pamphlets. The
old Babylonian temples
were, also, great industrial,

agricultural and raising j

centres, and they kept a vast number'
of rel'itlng to these various
Interi

Millions of tablets have been found
sales of cattle, slaves nnd

staple goods; contracts and
agreements; divorce decrees, wills;
receipts for Innumtrnblc things from

'Jewelry and women's dresses to human
chattels. Thero nre the timekeepers'
slips of the templo and book-
keeping accounts. Dr. has

thnt one big banking house did
business In the city of
six hundred years, the Hothschllds of
thoso days.

Tho great bulk of the tablets have
been found on tho site of the nnclcnt .

temple of Nippur In Babylonia. This
temple was both a centre and
a college deslgni d the

of priests, but the range of
text books them that
Instruction began at n Mage
and through elementary nnd
grammar grades to the col-
lege course, as Babylonians
It, to i rl.tsst The
twt Imoks show a high order of Intel-
lectuality. Indeed, resemblances
of these people in lis of t bring
home again tho iinch.ingeableness of'
the great of civiiUitlon, so
called.

Boys' exercise books have been
found repeatedly, In this and In other
collect Inns. They were like present
day sclmnt slates made of wet clay,
.mil the iUll" feilnw marknl on them
with a Mylus. and when he niado a
mistake binned It out with his thumb. '

Dr. I.augdoii has such a slate,
with the thumb print so clearly and
plainly defined that It could bo uW '

In a criminal

YEARS AGO, JUST DELIVERED

a

a

i

On one side th
his exercise lesson In the j study law; among the

the equivalent of our alpha- - ks nno deal'ns
On the hack was his mmpletely with u.e of the

lesson, all bethumbeil. lie was a A ro'-- r tha
little on., can ,n M.o s ! v no means

Was Built Fifth Avenue, Western Boundary of Was
Muddy Dwelt East River

riots. The laborers, offered In build a j Mory frame building In
iliiirch and support tho priest. At that. Mrcel. aenue. Willi
tune the tllocvse of Bishei Hughes ex-- j this ccicnnmy tit" sli win Itrttmu-teiule- d

all New York State and rated. It was ! after St.
New Jer.sey, tind only 1 09 because O'Tnnlo was Itc- -

times
Therefore, Hughes

his
nebulous
about petition I

presented there
irishman, fever racked and

iindertako ,

ordinary

o'lMlly,
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Ul. ijjiiuuua
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workers,
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found
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education
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primary
continued

regulation
cnncelved

and tlmologlc

the

antiquity

but

found

scrntched
Pumerian

wretched

I.nxlir,-tin- i
par

Lawrence,
Unweniv

'inrkvllle.

him sta'iiilng his tlirtv little thumb
Into various places It seems

the: i" lived died J.L'OO

years ago.

land's canmiized saint.
Fatln r o'Kcilly b'mself nut to

build up the .xoung timmuii!ty to
which - hem After llfty- -
one we. Us of endeavor ho died. As
an interim appointee; Hlsluii Hughes
sent Father Oulllet to St. Iiwrence's.
'Phis' was the priest who went nut ns
chaplain with the Sixty-nint- h llegl- -

meut. lighting Irishmen never
could pronoiiiuo his name, sn ho
changed it to He was side by
side with the men of tho Sixty-nint- h

all through thn civil
lie was in charge of St

parish for only two months until

Letter Complains Peevishly About an Unfilled for Flour, and Prof.
Has Another of Same Date in Which Ancient Writer

With Modern Troubles Bewails Wife's Extravagance
Tho quality anil range of the text

books astonish one. Books on mathe-
matics abound; they taught the mul-
tiplication table up to 2,500
times number. In their financial

Siinicrlans to do stu-
pendous calculations In their heads.
Dr. l.nngdon Just found, too,
comprehensive voltimo used in the

m mp amn

fa h u mj- -

boy bad
of gram-syllable- s,

mar
bet. spelling and the

prepoItmn. has arrived
sec pte)m:t:i-- i

near

over illed
he 'iad

some- -

sent

neat

lad
and

wm.'

had sent.

The

war,

a

nnd
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has

and

Tl. dn'e t'-- . s book books for the
230i) r. had a as

r u In- - w i ma-li-t r.s ere have and other
and v. tho s was

ST. IGNATIUS'S JUBILEE RECALLS ANOTHER NEW YORK
When Church Parish,

Footpath and Fashion by the

development.

investigation'

Klghty-thlr- il

Willett.

Lawrence's

Order
Langdon the

transactions

cultural abound,

Corne''. Amer.can m

collection lentitl.' farming

l'al'it r W.il.ir ij'iaiiir w.m appointed
A !Hms.i- - in in Father Ouarter ,

tall and I'liui'l. ll' aiw.ixs can led a
big si nk. It was to g.iml use i.e put
this ! k in the t.ni. nf the draft lints.
Sum" of the rl'itirs had burned down
His Yiukville st it.mi and then went
Into the New Ynrk Central tut, at
what Is nnw Park nvenue, to tear up
the rallrnad tracks

Father i.mar'er bfian-- them and
I i'labori'.l the rlnglead. rs. I Ie rounded
them up near the thiirch nnd there for,
hours talked to them In a driving rain- -'

storm. nl Into them
tho rioting spirit oozi d out. It was a
sacrlllcl.il n.Tinliui fnr the pastor, lie1
went to his bed and never came net of,
It until he went to the univ

Ho did much fnr St. Lawrence's In
the time he was from ls.'J to
December 1'l't. !! a rea' home1
fir the church, a frame building In

re- -

to

Is yet
list Babylonian

back to
Is that It Is

may disputed, since the
monurchs, seem

to Iio men who suc-
cessively, may bo who

m m

particularly

simultaneously, In

Dr. Stephen Langdon.
A conservative Is

Is book on
how to raise date

an ctop of Asr.- -
prliiutle' of Is

It. collegiate department. Just
.igr ns- -

h.stni In

was

As th

built

that

that

dab' In one dellght-thet- e

was fl" episodes In
by publication his

st of this Dr. I.angdnn

mieet. men wnen tins, the Thev ministered
was completed fet the con- - to the dying and aided the'flrcmen and

nf a brick and In out those who
the old one into a The first killed in the train
subst.intt.il fnr St. Lawrence's Father O'Connor was superior at that

' was on site of th" sanctuary of the time. Tho he suffercl In the
Si. s It wns him

on is Hay. IWt mnma. He died a afterward.
So w.is tin. cnmnnin.ty grow- - ,1 Haven. Is supe.

ing th- - end of Ids regime , ,IP W- T!ln nno i,Vl, )CC

.Father an assistant, Inward, so that they include the
Samuel This territory from Seventv-tlft- h to

had been .lesult, but that or- -' stiiet between the park and
Ider for work. I ie became pas- -' below sixth'tor of St. es in ln and con- - M,wt anil Third above

until his in lvU,. on sixth. It Is a parish
(deathbed I i -- ted to be back 1Mith s concentrated than In any
'Into the .lesult order. '

with tile
the llitln basement the first tlnn of St. Patrick's.

mass was tlieie had been Characteristically tho have
shippers. At the the civil done for education. They have
tho congregation to several of St.
lliousanii aim tnrce wcro
quired for the jurlsh work.
of the return of Into
the Jesuit order Archhl-ho- p McClos- -

key, who had siic eed, ,1 fbe
the Church of St.

over in in" ?"nriiMy in jesus.
With It he gave Jul over the

of the (loud il, at Nlne- -
i tleth street and the K.isl Klvcr,

Thn palish as nt Igin.ill) nut
extended from -- si ciind 100th

and bntwiMi the p.iik and the
ICa.st Hlver. So I lipid been lin

of and city in the
or,,., ,s ti, i. i,.,, .. i,..,i i,

of the parish that satno territory
now six ..tin r churches, and

llhlied thn mrly
lt rs and new

built In is'ti -

the history found, a lab-l- et

giving tho of
going the Flood. Tho claim

a record of 25,000 years;
but this be
names of tho

thoso of reigned
of men ruled

kingdoms wcro

7'
adjacent. estimate

this covers H,0l50 ears.
There a botany, teaching

the peoplo the palm,
Important the time.

temp!

where

snaked

pastor,

SOU children. addition thts which of the
another the story and

tho Sisters of recent of
I'liarltv and known as ifiiiflU'im

Central's tunnel.
he

strucflon church turned ,,nllce getting had
school. (been r.illlslnn

home
the exposure

present Ignatius church. muriel brought down pm-ii--

opened chrlltn few days
rnpiilly Father Klchards

toward ,,.,riH(,
ijuaricr bid .Irawn

Father priest Ninety-- !
u bad left fourth

H'cular stneond avenue, F.lghtv.
Liwrcn avenue F.lghtv.

tinned dinih Ium wherein more
taken

other Catholic, district ecep- -
In wheie

aid 400 wor-- Jesuits
end war much

had grown Indirect charge Uiwienre's
priests

Because
Father Mull-d- y

militant
Hughes, turned
Lawrence

Isilletlon
House Sncphei

maiked
Scvent

street
has

growth YorkWM.. the

this
requites

parish
fiulgrnivn

Hclmnl

kings

which

history

i.cheji.1

ijiwrrnw's

Mulledy.

Acidemv for Yonnir I..nll, s
Father M'tieschiil had b. en directed

In his palish work by supennr of
Die Church of St. Francis N'avlei-l'nidh.i-

gave St. Lawrence Its st

Iudi pendent superior, Father Moylan.
As far bark as 1 the fnunilatMiis

wi'ie laid fnr the pit ent church Fur
thirteen years services were held In

basement. The present was
built In ISM.'. Not until lfior. was the
church completed. With its mniple
tlnn permission was requested from
Homo to change Its and It be.
came tin- - Church of St. Ignatius
Loyola and St. Lawrence. The
ment Mill the name of the Itlsh

The memory of the Paik nvenue
tunnel disaster in the early '90s has
nut faded from tlie New York mind

ct. It happened close the reentry
and every priest who could be spared
from his sacerdotal duties went Into

Academy, they maintain I.ovnla
M.,nol for Braintnar and high school,, , ,,,, upof,,,. p,lti1P.,,,,,, lllt , Uv(sil( ,,. Scnnol
T. Iir(.stH nf iSt l(.n!,ti4 s0 have

,,Pr ,holr cnr of mackWell's
Island. Tho church maintains day
nurseiy In Its social work,

Many nre the sodalities nnd societies
of the church. Men, hoys, girls, young
women and women have differ-
ent .sodalllies, A blanch of tho Holy
Name Society is established In thn par
'V.1 """ t,"7 "'" 'iosa.y society. an

' society, St. John IleichmanH
Sanctuary Society, the Bona Mors
v ""'raierniiy. uio Mii..siiusiup or

egate, Mgr. Bonzauo, Ctiillnal l',irey
will bo enthroned at this service. The
Jubllco will closu Dricinher

, thero nie besides a Herman and n,,,",r' pucieiy. mo
Fictl'-- enngn -- .tlnn within Its con-- 1 Assnclatlnll for tho Propagation of the
flues, Faith, a confeicmc of St. Vincent do

Father .Mnrcschal was th" Mist of! ''"li and H coneit class,
the Sii' li I) of Jesus in s ly inas In SI A" ,(M' ot Kanlzatlons will paillcl-Lawri'tl- i'i

's. lie was Mail over from I '' 0 In the Jubilee celebration of tho
i lllackwill's Island, wh'M" ho had coining of t Jesuits the church.
Working mining tin- - ium-itc- of the' Tim cercinonles will on .Sunday,
penitentiary and the wm khmise. November L'tl, with a solemn pmitltleal

By tills time the old scli.iol estab-- 1 miiFS to bo sung by the Apostolic Del- -
in da)s of tlm

bail quarti a
w.is to accomiuu

oldest

Hie

tile rertorv

nnme,

holds
saint.

to

flu.

,,,,

older

II,

taught. The Babylonians, ns Is well
known, were remarkable engineers and
past masters In tho field of Irrigation.
It Is not surprising that Dr. Langdon
has found many records of this in the
museum's Babylonian collection. We
learn, again, of canals being dug, and
of a tublet that chronicles the open-
ing of a great waterwny, like the Pan- -

to lammuz. Is
development, Babylonian

conducted VPr"p- - I" a
says:

with

that

of

hasp- -

a

been In to
open

iU'th ' t ,".

l " 'MX

ama Canal the celebration over It,
the presence of the king, and the pride
felt In the great skill of Its engineers.

Further documents are reported
verifying previous assertions that the
Babylonian woman received an educa
lion equal to man's, teink her place
with hlm In certain lines, and was
compensated with the same wage as
he.

Among the many legendary tablets
In the collection is part of a Sumerlan

'
version of the goddess Ishtar's Journey
to the lower world In quest of her

i lover, tho dying god of vegetation.

"I'o'il lv the only known ver- -
nii li.'s been thnt of the famous text

of tho Asurhanlpal library from Nin-
eveh possessed by the P.i Itlsh Mu-
seum, teil.icted III pm it Semitic. It
has been Justly regarded as one of the
tlT-s- t literary productions of antiquity.
The N'lip vite text was copied l y the
scribes of Asuibanipal In some Baby-
lonian libra' y, nnd has come down to
us slightly damaged on the obverse.

"The Temple or Palace library at
Assiir. the ancient capital of Assyria,
recently excavated by the (iermaii ex-

pedition, also possessed a copy of this
poem; this copy Is now published by
Dr. libeling In the otllclal publications
of the Berlin Museum and restores
nearly the entire text Tho Semitic
Babylonian version has not been re-

covered. It hns been, however, com-
monly supposed that the poem orlg-Inatt- il

In Bab Ionia and was first com-
posed In Semitic. The two Assyrian
tcts cntaln about one hundred and
forty lines.

"The origin of the legend Itself Is

known to have been Sumerian so far
as Bab) Ionian religion Is concerned
It was originally similar to the Egyp-
tian form nf this myth In which Isls.
the mother toddess, Is the s'ster of
Osiris, the d) Ing god. Through St initio
Intlueiico the myth in Babylonia be.
camo compnslte, the Sumerian tradi-
tion being largely given up In favor
of the Semitic view In which the
earth goddess was the mother of Tarn-mu- s.

"The mlglnul Sumerian name nf this
unmarried earth goddess was (lest n,
or goddess of the vine, but n name al-

most equally old was Innlnl, 'heavenly
queen,' lu the Sumerian ni)th she is
usually referred to ns Innlnl. The
Semites identified her with their own
goddess Ishtar anil substituted her
name for the Sumerian nppellatlve In
the Semitic poem.

"Tho story told throughout antiquity
of the descent of the weeping mother
gudilesH Into the 'Land of lleturn' to
search for her departed son and lover
Tnmniuz (the western nnd Creek
Adonis) certainly belongs to the orig-
inal Sumerian tradition, ns has been
proved by an Interesting tnblet from
thn Nippur collection In Constanti-
nople, The myth has almost certnlnly
nil astronomical origin, being based
upon tho Sumerian Identification of
Innlnl with Slrlus Major or tho Dog
Star."

This rtnr was Invisible for about two
months of the year and then reap-
peared over the horizon beneath which
it had sunk. What more natural than
Hint this Imaginative people should
weave a tale of love and search for It

In tho lower regions'.'
Tho Seml'lc poem Is obviously

based upon this Humeri, m nriginil,
Dr. l.aiigilun sa.s further. At any rate,
the Nippur library contained a com-

plete Sumerian poem biseil on the
l.lllll of the descent of I mill " lsl.
tar and thit tablet now cm, si it id s
one of the must Important aulnco- -
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logical discoveries yet mad la th
University Museum treasure.

"Books" had no cases and when
found are often crumbled, broken,
crncked or so badly chipped that parts
of the translation must bo guessed at
or omitted entirely. Others, fortunately,
arc found Intact,

Letters, on the other hand, war
sent In envelopes, also ot clay, WhB
the tablet letter had been duly In-

scribed and signed, It was rolled In
fine clay powder and slipped Into a
hollow clay pocket. More clay duat
was then shaken In, so that layer ot
powder were packed about the con-
tents of the pocket and the letter could
not get rubbed or scratched. The cly
opening wns then sealed nnd stamped
with the sender's ring,

Afterward, the address wu added
and a slave despatched with It. Later,
we know that Babylonian and Sumer-
ian governments supported regular
postal systems. It is quite postlbl
that that reglmo was In existence In
2300 11. C.

Many letters are found with seals
unbroken, and these nre marvellously
preserved In their soft powder pads.
Wo can only surmise the reason for
their sealed state. Perhaps a man
kept sealed copies of tho most Import-
ant letters he had to write. Dupll-cal- c

cop s of records and transactions
have hem unearthed, sometimes mllea
apart: nnd the sumo practice could
have held, rationally, of letter. '

coma of these letters xna,y never
have been delivered, thank to an In-
efficient postal service In aome par-
ticular locality: or, and thta la mora
plausible, the breaking out of frequent
revolutions could have concaivihlv
crippled the Babylonian post offloa and
leu many letters forever undelivered.

Indubitably the oldest undelivered
letter In the world Is in the Baby
Ionian collection of the University of
Pennsylvania museum. Its date would
be 2200 B. C, and Dr. L.ngdon opened
and read It only last week!

It Is from a master to his alava or
to some underling or employee. Ob-
viously, It Is only one of several let-
ters, since It refers to previous cor-
respondence and to a previous transac-
tion over which the writer Is per-
turbed. Its archaic Sumerian is dic-
tatorial, overliearlng und peevish, and
rants of some unsatisfactory flour
deal that the underling has under-
taken. One wonders whatever became
of that flour!

Other tablets now being catalogued
have pictures on them. One, n hunt-
ing scene, reminds one of the prehis-
toric cave drawings found In France.
There is another of n battlo scene, very
much broken but rare and Interesting.

The coming of Dr. Langdon to tha
University of Pennsylvania museum
is timely and fortunnte. Tho Baby-
lonian division has had no curator
since the beginning of the European
war, when Dr. Arno Poebel left to
Join his regiment at the German front.
The Kckley B. Cnxe, Jr.. expeditions,
which began operations In Hgypt In
ISSIi and have carried them on through
various years since, even finding locali-
ties of the war ridden laud where they
can operate this year, have sent
back to the museum an Incalculable
treasure trove, not only In tablets but
In all kinds of articles dug up from
the dirt layers of Biblical nnd

lands.
All this accumulation has not had

the atteullon It doferved. Dr. Lang-don- 's

labors will be bent toward ar-
ranging the Babylonian exhibit. The
collection is the largest In America,
the second largest in tho world. No
other museum lias uuch it quantity of
sacred Sumerian documents, which
mnke this the most Important Baby-
lonian collection In tho world, even
though It Is not. so large as that In the
British Museum,

The war. which already has done so
much damage, bids fair to rob us of
this comparative recent achievement,
the ability to decipher these tablets
which tell of the lives and histories of
peoples who lived so many hundred
)eais ago, Younger men, l.ke Poebel,
ore at the front and may never come
back; other well known L'gyptologlsts
are old men,

Not enough young men will lie left
to cany on the work of translutlnB
the ancient cuneiform writings: and
no less n man than Prof. A. H. Sayce
asserts that tho outlook is dishearten-
ing. When the present scholars pass
away the achievement muy dlo with
tin m and Sumcrlan-Akkadla- n become
again a dead language, for not enough
young college men aro proposing to
take up arclin-nlogy- .

There Is y no endowed seat
of Assyrlology In any university. The
I'ntversity of Pennsylvania museum
is exerting every effort to securo such
an endow merit, that other Intellects of
so high an order as Dr. Laugdon's
may be encouraged and helped to
carry on a work similar to his,

L'cklcy II. Coxc. Jr., died In Phila-
delphia In Siptcnibcr last and left an
endowment fund of JiOO.000 to carry
mi the work he has been equipping
expeditions to do 111 Kgypt so many
yeats. But one expedition can only
scratch the surface of the myriad hills
there and the countless burled and for-
gotten cities that ho beneath them.

"Our only hope uf getting tho rest
of the tablets burled there," says Dr.
Langdon, "Is to go back to Nippur
again and again, nnd dig for them."
Knilnwinents for these expeditions are
another of the crying neuds of schol-
ars. The world at largo will lose If
archieologlcal excavations and re-
search have to be abandoned.

Thero Is no doubt that the general
public appreciates the work dono by
museums and by scholars. To nibll-c- al

students alone there Is Inexhaus-
tible pleasure nnd satisfaction to be
derived from facts unearthed of Blbll-c- ul

and peoples.
There Is now complete agreement

mining archieologlsts that. Hammurabi
Is thnt same Arflraphcl of Genesis
xiv, 1, a contemporary of Abraham.
From chronological Inferences It fol-

lows Hint Abraham may well have
school at the temple In Nippur:

nay, that he studied these very books
that nie now In tho rnherslty of
Pennsylvania museum. Ho may have
lead theio the account of the Creation.
Wliv lint" The dates dovetail

"Let me take out and touch nno of
those tablets," said a religious man
recently In the Pnlveislty of Pennsyl-
vania museum. "I believe In my heart
that the baud nf Abraham must havo
In Id any or all nf them neatly five
thousand yea) a ago!"


